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In the non-final office action m&ile 
stand rejected. Claims 7, 22, 26, 34, 35; 
Reconsideration of the present applicati or 
respectfully requested. 

Claim 22 has been amended to co(i|{ 
respectfully requested. = 

Claims 26-27, 32-35 and 40-47: stj|| 
U.S. Patent No. 4,263,899 to Burgin. Biu | 
second members 62 mounted to a base; 12. 
that are rotatably mounted in base membe J 
respectively. See col. 3, lines 40-43. Sh£||] 
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locked in position with thumbscrews 54. ! 

Amended claim 26 is directed 1:6 a 
retractor portions, a separation instrument 
engagement arms extending from the reti||j 
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further each including a second portion ex 
said rotatable portion, wherein said second] 
instrument when said rotatable portion is 
features of claim 26. In contrast, shafts 5<fi| 
members 62 rotate when the distal ends o 
disclosure or teaching of these features of] 
claim 26 is respectfully requested. 
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example, amended claim 34 recites “furtl" 
portion of each of said engagement arms 
position between said separation instrumej 
discloses that knob 50 located on the side 
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“further comprising a lever arm locking a[s] 
engagement arms, said ; lever arm locking 
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engagement portion is positioned on an e 
instrument.” Burgin discloses teeth 53 ar( 
12. Therefore, it does hot disclose the fe; 
these claims depending from claim 26 is 

Amended claim 43 recites, among 
positioned along said respective engagerr ' 
instrument and said respective retractor p 
on base 12 at an end of shaft 56 that is oft 
Furthermore, to the extent thumbscrew 6J1| 
located between member 62 and base 12. 

i 

arranged as recited in claim 43, and wilftcff 
requested. 

Claims 44-47 depend from claim 
43 is allowable and foij other reasons. F:cSU| 
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comprising a mounting member extendiil 
each of said lever armsus pivotally moun|:|| 
and extends transversely to said respective 
and is pivotal from said first position to a. 
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the rejection of claims 44-47 depend ingjfjn 

Claims 1-19, 21, 23-25, 28, 36-39] 4 ^ 
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retractor portion including a receptacle 
members 62 mounted on shafts 56 that e 

I 

However, neither of shafts 56 or Ihe struii 

member that is received iii a receptacle ji: 
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7, 9 and 10. Bester et al. disclose arms 
laterally from claws 1$, 2|5, respectively, 
the claimed alignment member and recej]| 
rejecting claim 1 has not teen establish^ 
respectfully requested.; 
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Claims 2-6, 17-19, 21, and 23-25; jiecindl 
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the reasons claim 1 is allowable. Withdraw 
requested. | 

Amended claim 7 recites, among i 
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assemblies includes an engagement armjc c 
extension arm extending from said engajge 
said axis extending between said first arlc 
being rotatable about said second axis and 
end of said respective retractor portion aU 
fixed relative to said second axis.'’ As di> 

56 and the structure mounted to shall 56 

i 
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second axis while members 62 are pi voted, 
of any coupling arrangement of claws 18, 2iHths£ti 
pivot along the axis extending between c 
references fails to teach or suggest all tne 
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respectfully requested. 
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Claims 36-39 depend from claim 26. 
suggestion of the features of claim 26 miijsiijj 
not teach the recited interrelationship betwcijfj tl| 
claims 36-39. Thus, claims 36-39 are allowj 
allowable, Withdrawal of the rejection o| tl| 
Claims 48-51 depend from claim 43 
suggestion of the features of claim 43 missi: 
not teach the recited interrelationship betJjvelJiitlj/ 
claims 36-39. Thus, claims 48-51 are allow; 
allowable. Withdrawal of the rejection of tljBfec 1 
Claim 22 stands rejected under 35 U 
in view of Bester et al. and further in view <$ 
depends from claim 1 and is allowable at 
Healy fails to supply any teaching or sugl 
Burgin and Bester et al. Withdrawal of tjnis| 
Claims 18, 19, 20, and 29-31 staiji 
unpatentable over Burgin in view of Bester 
6,139,493 to Koros et al. Claims 18-19 den 
any teaching or suggestion of the features o 
as discussed above. Koros et al. also failjtc 
recited in claims 18-19 as discussed belo|v 
19 are allowable and withdrawal of the reje| 
Claim 20 recites an arrangement of 
intermediate retractor assembly and the qCc 
taught by the cited references. Claim 20 
separation instrument includes first and jqc 
ones of said first and second retractor portii 
first and second engagement arms. ...” and ' 
linking arm extending from said separation j 
portions to a retractor blade. . .wherein said 
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e features in claim 1 missing fjJJ: 
the rejection is respectfully rec 
nder 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as beitflj 
further in view of U.S. Patent 
claim 1 . Koros et al. fail to pi 
missing from Burgin and Best 
suggest the arrangement of ele 
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mounted to said separation instrument whp 
said second configuration, wherein said linl<| 
is removably engageable to said coupling; 
second intermediate retractor assembly inj 
linking arm and extending to said second! 

In contrast to claim 20, Burgin is si! 
and Bester et al. teach a single intermediate 
instrument. ICoros el al. teach the use of fni | 
retractors positioned around the incision, jbu 
coupled to one another, Rather, as showil ir | 
separation instalment 12 crosses movable a: 
22 were coupled to one another, then arm 2 . 
Koros et al. See col. 7, lines 44-47. Accjprcf 
combination of elements arranged in the 

j! 

of the rejection of claim 20 is respectfully r< 

■ ii 

Claims 29-3 1 depend from claim p6 

suggestion ofthc features of claim 26 mijbi 

above. Furthermore, as discussed above jjwi 

the teaching of the elements arranged in me|| 

claims 29-31 are allowable and withdrawal 

requested. 
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The present application is bclicvecjl in 
of the present application as amended ana injj 

u 

A notice of allowance is hereby solicited/' 
undersigned to resolve any outstanding isj$uij| 
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